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The Roses, a vibrant young couple who 
work and live in Cedar Rapids, are 

committed Orchestra Iowa supporters. 
They kindly sat down with me over lunch 
one afternoon to discuss why they choose 
to be donors. I quickly learned that they are 
integrated into the fabric of this community 
through their dedicated support of the arts, 
and for this we proudly introduce you to 
Fred and Melissa Rose.

Fred comes from a very musical family. His 
father operates a highly successful Lutheran 
high school band, and his sister is the band 
director. His mom is a piano teacher. Fred 
jokingly describes himself as the family’s 
black sheep, having  had more interest in 
sports and business in his youth than in 
music. Although he does not play, music 
has a very dear place in his heart.

Melissa does not come from a family of 
musicians, but she does come from a 
family of artists, and had early and constant 
exposure to the arts. From this emerged 
a deep appreciation for the world of art, including music. She 
explains that having a strong musical background is not necessary 
to enjoy an evening at the symphony.

Fred and Melissa both stress the importance of music in the 
education process, because with a strong arts and cultural focus in 
the community, children have more to inspire them. They believe 
that the Orchestra Iowa musicians are central to that inspiration. 
Fred explains, “If you have a child who is very good at the trumpet 
but there is no end game, what can he aspire to be without the 
symphony?” They encourage those who are reluctant to support 
Orchestra Iowa to look at the impacts this organization has on the 
education in our schools.

The Roses list the economic impacts that Orchestra Iowa has on 
this community as another basis for their support. “It’s a reason 
to get people excited about being downtown,” Melissa explains. 
“Not only that, but it brings a more diverse population into Cedar 
Rapids. It brings people who might not have otherwise moved 
here.” Fred agrees that Orchestra Iowa helps build life around 
downtown Cedar Rapids. When asked how he would encourage 
his peer group to attend Orchestra events, he responded 
enthusiastically, “There is really cool stuff going on and if you’re 
looking for something to do, start here! If you’re complaining that 
there’s nothing to do, start here!”

On behalf of the Orchestra Iowa Staff and Orchestra Iowa Players, 
thank you for your dedication and support. We can’t do it without 
you!

By Jade Burgess


